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(57) ABSTRACT

A display drive integrated circuit includes a single full frame
memory having a first half frame memory region and a second
half frame memory region, a mode determination unit and a
control unit. The mode determination unit determines the
received image data type (still image or video) and accord-
ingly selects a normal mode or an enhance mode associated
with a display quality. The control unit operates in the normal
mode or the enhance mode in response to an output of the
mode determination unit. In an enhance mode, the control
unit divides the single full frame memory into a first half
frame memory region and a second half frame memory region
to store compressed image data of a current frame in the first
half frame memory region and compressed image data of a
previous frame in the second half frame memory region.
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1
DISPLAY DRIVE INTEGRATED CIRCUIT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority under 35 USC §119 to
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2012-0008139, filed on
Jan. 27, 2012, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office
(KIPO), the contents of which are herein incorporated by
reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

Exemplary embodiments relate generally to a semiconduc-
tor integrated circuit, and more particularly to a display drive
integrated circuit (DDI) adaptable to a mobile device to
enhance the quality of a displayed image.

2. Description of the Related Art

Mobile phones are currently designed to support high-
resolution displays and due to the market expansion of smart
phones, the development of mobile phones is focused on
improvement of display quality, and of the quality of a dis-
played image. Various algorithms and intellectual properties
(IPs) for semiconductor circuit design are being developed
and the developments may be implemented through a display
drive integrated circuit (DDI).

For example, as one of methods for improving the display
quality, the DDI may be configured to process image data of
a present (then-current) frame by referring to image data of a
previous frame to provide processed image data having an
enhanced display quality. To perform such a process, an addi-
tional frame memory is required to store the image data of the
previous frame as well as a full frame memory to store the
image data of the current frame. Chip size and power con-
sumption of the DDI may be increased due to the additional
frame memory. The increase of the DDI chip size may
decrease design margin and battery life time of the mobile
device including the DDI chip. Such additional circuits may
also increase production cost.

SUMMARY

An aspect of the inventive concept provides a display drive
integrated circuit (DDI), capable of performing image data
processes using a single full frame memory without an addi-
tional frame memory and capable of determining the display
quality modes autonomously.

According to exemplary embodiments, a display drive
integrated circuit includes a single full frame memory, amode
determination unit and a control unit. The mode determina-
tion unit determines a normal mode or an enhance mode
associated with the display quality. The control unit operates
in the normal mode or the enhance mode in response to an
output of the mode determination unit. In the normal mode,
the control unit stores non-compressed full frame image data
in the single full frame memory. In the enhance mode, the
control unit divides the single full frame memory into a first
half frame memory region and a second half frame memory
region to store compressed image data of the current frame in
the first half frame memory region and compressed image
data of a previous frame in the second half frame memory
region.

According to exemplary embodiments, the control unit
includes a first encoder, a first decoder, a second encoder and
a second decoder. The first encoder compresses first full
frame image data of the current frame to output first half
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frame image data to be stored in the first half frame memory
region. The first decoder decompresses the first half frame
image data read from the first half frame memory region to
output the first full frame image data of the current frame. The
second encoder compresses second full frame image data of
the previous frame to output second half frame image data to
be stored in the second half frame memory region. The second
decoder decompresses the second half frame image data read
from the second half frame memory region to output the
second full frame image data of the previous frame.

In the normal mode, the control unit reads the non-com-
pressed full frame image data from the single full frame
memory to output the non-compressed full frame image data
without performing a display quality enhancing process. In
the enhance mode, the control unit reads first half frame
image data from the first half frame memory region and
second half frame image data from the second half frame
memory region, performs the display quality enhancing pro-
cess based on the first and second half frame image data to
output enhanced image data, and compresses the enhanced
image data to third half frame image data to store the third half
frame image data in the second half frame memory region.

In an enhance starting mode, the control unit compresses
full frame image data of the current frame to half frame image
data to store the half frame image data in the first and second
half frame memory regions, respectively, read the half frame
image data from the first half frame memory region, and
decompresses the read half frame image data to the full frame
image data to output the full frame image data. In an enhance
ending mode, the control unit reads the half frame image data
from the first half frame memory region, and decompresses
the read half frame image data to the full frame image data to
output the full frame image data.

The mode determination unit includes a first counter, a
second counter and a signal generator. The first counter peri-
odically counts the number of frames up to M frames based on
a vertical synchronization signal, where M is a positive inte-
ger. The second counter periodically counts the number of
memory write commands during the M frames. The signal
generator generates a mode signal indicating the normal
mode when the number of memory write commands during
the M frames is less than a reference number and the enhance
mode when the number of memory write commands during
the M frames is equal to or greater than the reference number.

The second counter may be reset in response to a tearing
effect control signal while the first counter outputs a counted
number of M.

M may be six and the reference number may be four.

The mode determination unit may alternatively determine
the normal mode or the enhance mode based on a mode
control signal from an external host.

The mode determination unit preferably measures the
update speed of image data to be stored in the full frame
memory and generates a mode signal indicating the normal
mode when the update speed corresponds to a still image
speed and the enhance mode when the update speed corre-
sponds to a moving image speed.

According to exemplary embodiments, a display drive
integrated circuit includes a single full frame memory, amode
determination unit and a control unit. The mode determina-
tion unit determines a normal mode or an enhance mode
associated with a display quality by measuring the update
speed of image datato be stored in the full frame memory. The
controlunit operates in the normal mode or the enhance mode
in response to an output of the mode determination unit and
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functionally divides the single full frame memory into a first
half frame memory region and a second half frame memory
region in the enhance mode.

In the normal mode, the control unit stores non-com-
pressed full frame image data in the single full frame memory
and reads the non-compressed full frame image data from the
single full frame memory to output the non-compressed full
frame image data as still image display data without perform-
ing a display quality enhancing process. In the enhance mode,
the control unit stores compressed image data of a current
frame in the first half frame memory region and stores com-
pressed image data of a previous frame in the second half
frame memory region, reads first half frame image data from
the first half frame memory region and second half frame
image data from the second half frame memory region, per-
forms the display quality enhancing process based on the first
and second half frame image data to output enhanced image
data as moving image display data, and compresses the
enhanced image data to third half frame image data to store
the third half frame image data in the second half frame
memory region.

The control unit may include a first encoder configured to
compress first full frame image data of the current frame to
output first half frame image data to be stored in the first half
frame memory region, a first decoder configured to decom-
press the first half frame image data read from the first half
frame memory region to output the first full frame image data
of the current frame, a second encoder configured to com-
press second Pall frame image data of the previous frame to
output second half frame image data to be stored in the second
half frame memory region, and a second decoder configured
to decompress the second half frame image data read from the
second half frame memory region to output the second full
frame image data of the previous frame.

In an ‘enhance starting” mode, the control unit compresses
full frame image data of the current frame to half frame image
data to store the half frame image data in the first and second
half frame memory regions, respectively, reads the half frame
image data from the first half frame memory region, and
decompresses the read half frame image data to the full frame
image data to output the full frame image data. In an ‘enhance
ending’ mode, the control unit reads the half frame image data
from the first half frame memory region, and decompresses
the read half frame image data to the full frame image data to
output the full frame image data.

The mode determination unit may include a first counter
configured to periodically count the number of frames up to
M frames based on a vertical synchronization signal, where
M is a positive integer, a second counter configured to peri-
odically count the number of memory write commands dur-
ing the M frames, and a signal generator configured to gen-
erate a mode signal indicating the normal mode when the
number of memory write commands is less than a reference
number and indicating the enhance mode when the number of
memory write commands is equal to or greater than the ref-
erence number.

The second counter may be reset in response to a tearing
effect control signal while the first counter outputs a counted
number of M.

Another aspect of the invention provides a method of oper-
ating an image processing circuit including a full frame
memory, the method comprising. The image processing cir-
cuit may be a display drive integrated (DDI) circuit and the
method may include a method of autonomously selecting an
operating mode of the image processing circuit. The method
may comprise
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receiving periodic vertical synchronization (VSYNC) sig-
nals having a VSYNC period;

receiving frames of image data of a first type in a first time
period;

receiving frames of image data of a second type in a second
time period;

repeatedly counting the number of periodic vertical syn-
chronization signals up to M, where M is a positive integer;

repeatedly counting the number of frames of image data
received within each time period (VSYNC period times M) of
the counted M vertical synchronization signals;

continuously determining whether the currently-received
frames of image data are of the first type or of the second type,
based on the counted number of frames of image data; and

controlling the image processing circuit to operate in a first
mode ifthe currently-received frames of image data are deter-
mined to be of the first type and to operate in a second mode
if the currently-received received frames of image data are
determined to be of the second type.

The first type may be still-image and the second type may
be video. The first mode may be a ‘normal’ display mode and
the second mode may be an ‘enhance’ display mode, While
operating in the ‘normal’ display mode, the received image
data is stored non-compressed full frame in the full frame
memory. While operating in the ‘enhance’ display mode, the
method further comprises: compressing image data of a first
frame of the received image data; compressing the image data
of a second frame of the received image data; and the single
full frame memory is functionally divided into a first half
frame memory region and a second half frame memory region
and compressing and storing image data of the first frame of
the received image data in the first half frame memory region
and compressing and storing image data of the second frame
of the received image data in the second half frame memory
region.

In exemplary embodiments wherein the image processing
circuit is a display drive integrated (DDI) circuit, the method
may further comprise: reading and decompressing the com-
pressed image data stored in the first half frame memory
region to output full frame image data to a display; and
reading and decompressing the compressed image data stored
in the second half frame memory region to output full frame
image data to the display.

Various exemplary embodiments will be described more
fully hereinafter with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which some exemplary embodiments are shown. The
present inventive concept may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as limited
to the exemplary embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these
exemplary embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough and complete, and will fully convey the
scope of the present inventive concept to those skilled in the
art. In the drawings, the sizes and relative sizes of layers and
regions may be exaggerated for clarity. Like numerals refer to
like elements throughout.

It will be understood that, although the terms first, second,
third etc. may be used herein to describe various elements,
these elements should not be limited by these terms. These
terms are used to distinguish one element from another. Thus,
a first element discussed below could be termed a second
element without departing from the teachings of the present
inventive concept. As used herein, the term “and/or” includes
any and all combinations of one or more of the associated
listed items.

It will be understood that when an element is referred to as
being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, it can be
directly connected or coupled to the other element or inter-
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vening elements may be present. In contrast, when an element
is referred to as being “directly connected” or “directly
coupled” to another element, there are no intervening ele-
ments present. Other words used to describe the relationship
between elements should be interpreted in a like fashion (e.g.,
“between” versus “directly between,” “adjacent” versus
“directly adjacent,” etc.).

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular exemplary embodiments only and is not
intended to be limiting of the present inventive concept. As
used herein, the singular forms “a,” “an” and “the” are
intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the con-
text clearly indicates otherwise.

It should also be noted that in some alternative implemen-
tations, the functions/acts noted in the blocks may occur out
of'the order noted in the flowcharts. For example, two blocks
shown in succession may in fact be executed substantially
concurrently or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the
reverse order, depending upon the functionality/acts
involved.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which this inventive concept belongs. It will be further under-
stood that terms, such as those defined in commonly used
dictionaries, should be interpreted as having a meaning that is
consistent with their meaning in the context of the relevant art
and will not be interpreted in an idealized or overly formal
sense unless expressly so defined herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Tlustrative, non-limiting exemplary embodiments will be
more clearly understood from the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a display drive integrated
circuit (DDI) according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2A is a diagram illustrating an exemplary layout of a
DDI according to exemplary embodiments;

FIG. 2B is a diagram illustrating an example layout of a
DDI including additional memories;

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram illustrating exemplary imple-
mentation of the mode determination unit of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a timing diagram for describing a transition from
a normal mode to an enhance mode;

FIG. 5 is a timing diagram for describing a transition from
the enhance mode to the normal mode;

FIG. 6 is atiming diagram for describing the overall opera-
tion of a DDI according to exemplary embodiments;

FIGS. 7 through 10 are conceptual diagrams describing
data flows corresponding to respective operation modes of a
DDI according to exemplary embodiments; and

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a DDI according to exem-
plary embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a display drive integrated
circuit (DDI) according to an exemplary embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 1, the DDI 100 includes an interface unit
(I/F) 110, a mode determination unit 120, a control unit 130,
a display driving unit 140 and a memory 150.

The interface unit 110 receives image data and control
signals provided from a host and outputs DDI status signals to
the host. The interface unit 110 may include a central pro-
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cessing unit (CPU) interface, a color image data (RGB) inter-
face, a serial peripheral interface (SPI), a mobile display
digital interface (MDDI), etc.

The mode determination unit 120 determines or selects
operation modes associated with the display quality, includ-
ing a normal mode and an enhance mode. The mode deter-
mination unit 120 generates a mode signal MD selecting the
normal mode or the enhance mode. The disclosed display
quality enhancing process is not performed while the mode
signal MD indicates the ‘normal’ mode and is performed
when the mode signal MD indicates the ‘enhance’ mode. In
some exemplary embodiments, the mode determination unit
120 measures the update speed of image data to be stored in
memory 150 to determine/select the operation mode. The
mode determination unit 120 may be referred to as an ‘update
speed measurement unit’.

The control unit 130 controls the memory 150 to store
image data and process the image data to provide display data
to the display driving unit 140. The control unit 130 may
operate in the normal mode or the enhance mode in response
to the mode signal MD output from the mode determination
unit 120.

The display driving unit 140 receives the display data from
the control unit to drive data lines or source lines of a display
panel such as a liquid crystal display (LCD) panel, an organic
light-emitting diode (OLED) panel, etc.

The memory 150 may be a graphic random access memory
(GRAM) having a storage capacity of image data correspond-
ing to a single full frame, and thus the memory 150 may be
referred to as a full frame memory.

As will be described below, the DDI 100 can perform
display quality enhancing process using the single full frame
memory 150, without an additional memory dedicated to the
display quality enhancing process. Thus the DDI 100 accord-
ing to exemplary embodiments may have reduced chip size
and reduced power consumption to be more suitable for a
mobile device.

FIG. 2A is a diagram illustrating an exemplary layout of a
DDI according to exemplary embodiments, and FIG. 2B is a
diagram illustrating an exemplary layout of a DDI including
additional memories.

Referring to FIG. 2A, a control unit region 130 may be
disposed at a central portion of a DDI chip 100, a memory
region 150 may be disposed at both side portions, a display
driving unit region 140 may be disposed at an upper portion
and an interface unit region 110 may be disposed at a bottom
portion. A mode determination unit region 120 may be dis-
posed between the control unit region 130 and the interface
unit region 110, and a power region 160 may be disposed
between the memory region 150 and the interface unit region
110.

The display driving unit region 140 may include a source
channel block 142 coupled to the source lines of the display
panel (not shown). The interface unit region 110 may include
an input pad block 112.

The memory region 150 may include a plurality (e.g., four)
of memory blocks GRAMO through GRAM3. The total stor-
age capacity of the four memory blocks GRAMO through
GRAMS3 may correspond to a single full frame of image data.
The memory region 150 may be divided into a first half frame
memory region 1524 including the memory blocks GRAMO
and GRAMI1 (shown at the left side of the control unit region
130) and a second half frame memory region 1525 including
the memory blocks GRAM2 and GRAM3 (shown at the right
side of the control unit region 130).

In the ‘normal’ mode, the control unit 130 stores non-
compressed full frame image data in the entire single full
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frame memory 150. In the ‘enhance’ mode, the control unit
region 130 divides and differently controls the single full
frame memory 150 into the first half frame memory region
152a and the second half frame memory region 1525. For
example, the control unit 130 stores compressed image data
of'a current frame in the first half frame memory region 152a
and stores compressed image data of a previous frame in the
second half frame memory region 1524.

The control unit region 130 includes a first encoder 134a, a
first decoder 134b, a second encoder 134¢ and a second
decoder 134d. The first encoder 134a compresses first full
frame image data of the current frame to output first half
frame image data to be stored in the first half frame memory
region 1524. The first decoder 13456 decompresses the first
half frame image data read from the first half frame memory
region 152a to output the first full frame image data of the
current frame. The second encoder 134¢ compresses second
full frame image data of the previous frame to output second
half frame image data to be stored in the second half frame
memory region 152b6. The second decoder 134d decom-
presses the second half frame image data read from the sec-
ond half frame memory region 1525 to output the second full
frame image data of the previous frame.

Referring to FIG. 2B, memory region 250 of the DDI chip
200 further includes (as compared with the layout of FIG. 2A)
half frame memory GRAM_H1 through GRAM_H3 in addi-
tion to the full frame memory GRAMO through GRAM3
mpared with the layout of FIG. Even though the DDI chip 200
may omit some of the encoders 134a and 134¢ and the decod-
ers 1345 and 13d present in the DDI chip 100 of FIG. 2A, the
chip area of the encoders and the decoders is relatively small
and the additional memory GRAM_H1 through GRAM_H3
causes a significant increase of chip size. Accordingly, the
size of the DDI chip 100 of FIG. 2A according to exemplary
embodiments may be decreased as compared with the DDI
chip 200 of FI1G. 2B which includes the addition of half frame
memory GRAM_H1 through GRAM_H3.

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of an exemplary implementation
of the mode determination unit 120 of FIG. 1. FIG. 4 is a
timing diagram for describing the transition from a normal
mode to an enhance mode and FIG. 5 is a timing diagram for
describing a transition from the enhance mode to the normal
mode.

Referring to FIG. 3, a mode determination circuit 120
includes a first counter 122, a second counter 124 and a signal
generator 126. The mode determination unit 120 determines
whether the currently-displayed image is a still image or a
moving image by measuring the update speed of image data
to be stored in the full frame memory. Accordingly even
though explicit information associated with the display qual-
ity mode may not be provided from the host, the DDI includ-
ing the mode determination unit 120 may autonomously
determine the display quality mode among the normal mode
and the enhance mode by determining whether the currently-
displayed image is a still image or a moving image.

The first counter (CNT1) 122 may be configured to peri-
odically count the number of frames by M frames based on a
vertical synchronization signal VSYNC, where M is a posi-
tive integer. In other words, the first counter 122 is reset at
every M-th pulse of the vertical synchronization signal
VSYNC to repeatedly count the frame number from one to M.
Thus the most significant bit MSB 1 of the first counter 122
may have a logic high value periodically at every M-th pulse
of the vertical synchronization signal VSYNC.

The second counter (CNT2) 124 may be configured to
periodically count the number of memory write commands
MWC during the M frames. The second counter 124 may be
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configured to periodically count the number of the memory
write commands MWC by N, where N is a reference number.
The second counter may be reset in response to an output of
an AND gate (1 that performs an AND operation on a tearing
effect control signal TE and the most significant bit MSB1 of
the first counter 122.

For example, assume the frame periodical number M is six
and the reference number N is four as described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 4 and 5. In this case, the most significant bit
MSB2 of the second counter 124 will have a logic high value
if the number of the memory write commands MWC during
the six frames is equal to or greater than the reference number
N of four, and thus the update speed of the image data may be
determined as corresponding to the moving image. In con-
trast, the most significant bit MSB2 of the second counter 124
will have a logic high value if the number of the memory write
commands MWC during the six frames is less than the refer-
ence number N of four, and thus the update speed of the image
data may be determined as corresponding to the still image.

The tearing effect control signal TE may have a predeter-
mined pulse cycle period and a predetermined pulse width for
preventing the tearing effect well known to persons in the art.
By synchronizing the reset timing of the second counter 124
to the tearing effect control signal TE, the mode transition
timing from the normal mode to the enhance mode or vise
versa may be controlled to prevent the tearing effect. In some
exemplary embodiments, the AND gate G1 may be omitted
and the most significant bit MSB1 of the first counter 122 may
be directly applied to the reset terminal R of the second
counter 124.

The signal generator 126 may be configured to generate a
mode signal MD indicating the normal mode or the still image
mode when the number of memory write commands MWC
during the M frames is less than the reference number N and
the enhance mode when the number of memory write com-
mands MWC during the M frames is equal to or greater than
the reference number N.

The signal generator 126 includes AND gates G3, G4 and
G7, inverters G2, G5 and G6, a first flip-flop FF1 and a second
flip-flop FF2.

Referring FIGS. 3 and 4, when the number of memory
write commands MWC during the period of six frames is
equal to or greater than the reference number N (e.g.,
N=four), both of the most significant bits MSB1 and MSB2 of
the counters 122 and 124 have the logic high value. In this
case, the gate G3 is enabled (outputting logic high) in syn-
chronization with an edge of a clock signal CK to output the
logic high value through a positive output terminal D and the
first flip-flop FF1 latches and outputs the logic high value. The
inverter G6 inverts the output of the AND gate G3, and the
logic low value from inverter G6 is fed back as one input of the
AND gate G3 with some loop delay. When the logic low value
from inverter G6 is fed back, the AND gate G3 is disabled but
the positive output terminal D of the first flip-flop FF1 main-
tains the logic high value. Thus, the transition from the nor-
mal mode (the still image mode) to the enhance mode (the
moving image mode) may be detected.

Referring FIGS. 3 and 5, when the number of memory
write commands MWC during the six frames is less than the
reference number N (N=four), the most significant bit MSB2
of the second counter 124 has the logic low value while the
most significant bit MSB1 of the first counter 122 has the
logic high value. In this case, the gate G4 receiving the logic
high level through the inverter G2 is enabled in synchroniza-
tion with an edge of the clock signal CK, and the second
flip-flop FF2 latches the logic high value to output the logic
high value through a positive output terminal D and the logic
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low value through a negative output terminal DB. The inverter
G5 inverts the output of the AND gate G4, and the logic low
value is fed back as one input of the AND gate G4. When the
logic low value from inverter G56 is fed back, the AND gate
G4 is disabled and the positive output terminal D of the
second flip-flop FF2 maintains the logic high value. As such,
the transition from the enhance mode or the moving image
mode to the normal mode or the still image mode may be
detected.

The output of the positive output terminal D of the second
flip-flop FF2 is applied to the reset terminal R of the first
flip-flop FF1. When the output of the positive output terminal
D ofthe second flip-flop FF2 transitions to the logic high level
from the logic low level, the first flip-flop FF1 is reset and the
output of the positive output terminal D of the first flip-flop
FF1 is reset to the logic low value.

In the same way, the output of the positive output terminal
D of'the first flip-flop FF1 is applied to the reset terminal R of
the second flip-flop FF2. When the output of the positive
output terminal D of the first flip-flop FF1 transitions to the
logic high level from the logic low level, the second flip-flop
FF1 is reset and the output of the positive output terminal D of
the second flip-flop FF2 is reset to the logic low value.

As such, the outputs of the positive output terminals D of
the first and second flip-flops FF1 and FF2 may thusly be reset
to have the complementary logic levels. In other words, the
output of the negative output terminal DB of the second
flip-flop FF2 will have the same logic value as the output of
the positive output terminal D of the first flip-flop FF1. The
AND gate G7 performs an AND operation on the output of the
positive output terminal D of the first flip-flop FF1 and the
output of the negative output terminal DB of the second
flip-flop FF2 to output the mode signal MD. Accordingly the
mode determination circuit 120 outputs the mode signal MD
indicating the normal mode or the still image mode when the
number of memory write commands MWC during the M
frames is less than the reference number N and outputs the
mode signal MD indicating the enhance mode when the num-
ber of memory write commands MWC during the M frames
is equal to or greater than the reference number N.

FIG. 6 is atiming diagram for describing the overall opera-
tion of a DDI according to exemplary embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 6, the control unit 130 of FIG. 1 may
operate in the normal mode Ma when the mode signal MD is
deactivated in the logic low level and in the enhance mode Mc
when the mode signal MD is activated in the logic high level.
Thus, a display enhance intellectual property (IP) included in
the control unit 130 may be turned off in the normal mode Ma
and turned on in the enhance mode Mc. The memory 150 of
FIG. 1 may operate as the single full frame memory GRAMO
through GRAM3 in the normal mode Ma and may be divided
into the two half frame memories, i.e., the first half frame
memory GRAMO and GRAM1 and the second half frame
memory GRAM2 and GRAMS3, as described with reference
to FIG. 2A.

In some exemplary embodiments, the control unit 130 may
be further configured to operate in an ‘enhance starting’ mode
Mb corresponding to a transition from the normal mode Mato
the enhance mode Mc and an ‘enhance ending’ mode Md
corresponding to a transition from the enhance mode Mc to
the normal mode Ma.

FIGS. 7 through 10 are conceptual diagrams describing
data flows corresponding to respective operation modes
(‘normal’ mode Ma, ‘enhance starting” mode Mb, ‘enhance’
mode Mc, and ‘enhance ending’ mode Md) of a DDI accord-
ing to exemplary embodiments.
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Referring to FIG. 7, in the ‘normal’ mode Ma, the control
unit 130 stores non-compressed full frame image data in the
single full frame memory 150 and the encoders 134a and
134¢ and the decoders 1345 and 1344 in the control unit 130
are disabled since compression and decompression of the
image data are not required. The control unit 130 reads the
non-compressed full frame image data from the single full
frame memory 150 to provide the non-compressed full frame
image data to the display driving unit 140 as the display image
data without performing a display quality enhancing process.

Referring to FIG. 8, in the ‘enhance starting” mode Mb, the
control unit 130 provides the input image data to the first and
second encoders 134a and 134¢. The first and second encod-
ers 134a and 134¢ compress full frame image data of the
current frame to half frame image data to store the half frame
image data in the first and second half frame memory regions
152a and 1525, respectively. The half frame image data is
read from the first half frame memory region 1524, and the
first decoder 1345 decompresses the read half frame image
data to the full frame image data to provide the full frame
image data to the display driving unit 140 as the display image
data. In this ‘enhance starting’ mode Mb, the display enhance
IP circuit 134e in the control unit 130 does not perform the
display quality enhancing process.

Referring to FIG. 9, in the ‘enhance’ mode Mc, the control
unit 130 provides the input image data to the first encoder
134a. The first encoder 134a compresses the full frame image
data of the current frame to half image data to store the
compressed image data of the current frame in the first half
frame memory region 152a. The display enhance IP 134¢ in
the control unit 130 provides enhanced image data to the
second encoder 134¢. The second encoder 134¢ compresses
the full frame image data of the previous frame to half image
data to store the compressed image data of the previous frame
in the second half frame memory region 1524. The first half
frame image data of the current frame is read from the first
half frame memory region and the second half frame image
data of the previous frame is read from the second half frame
memory region to be decompressed to the full frame data by
the first and second decoders 1345 and 134d, respectively.
The display enhance IP 134e performs the display quality
enhancing process based on the decompressed full frame data
of the current frame and the previous frame to output the
enhanced image data to the display driving unit 140 as the
display image data. As described above, the second encoder
134¢ compresses the enhanced image data to half frame
image data to store the compressed half frame image data, as
the previous frame data for the next process, in the second half
frame memory region 1524.

Referring to FIG. 10, inthe ‘enhance ending’ mode Md, the
control unit 130 reads the half frame image data from the first
half frame memory region 1524, and the first decoder 1345
decompresses the read half frame image data to the full frame
image data to output the fall frame image data to the display
driving unit 140 as the display image data. In this ‘enhance
ending’” mode, the display enhance IP circuit 134e in the
control unit 130 does not perform the display quality enhanc-
ing process.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a DDI according to exem-
plary embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 11, the DDI 300 includes an interface
unit (I/F) 310, a mode determination unit 320, a control unit
330, a display driving unit 340 and a memory 350. The
configurations and the operations of the DDI 300 except for
the mode determination unit 320 are the same or similar to
those of the DDI100 of FIG. 1 and thus the redundant descrip-
tions thereof are omitted.
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The mode determination unit 320 of FIG. 11 may deter-
mine the normal mode or the enhance mode based on a mode
control signal MCS from an external host. For example, the
mode determination unit 320 may determine based on the
mode control signal MCS whether the currently-provided
image data correspond to still image data or moving image
data. The mode determination unit 320 may generate the
mode signal MD indicating the normal mode when the cur-
rently-provided image data correspond to still image data and
generate the enhance mode when the currently-provided
image data correspond to moving image data. The mode
determination unit 320 may be implemented with registers,
flip-flops, latches, and/or logic gates. Since the mode deter-
mination unit 320 selects the display quality mode based on
the mode control signal MCS from the host, the mode deter-
mination unit 320 may have a simpler configuration than the
mode determination unit 120 illustrated in FIG. 3.

The control unit 330 operates in the selected one of the
‘normal”’ mode or the ‘enhance’ mode in response to the mode
signal MD output from the mode determination unit 320.
When the mode signal MD indicates the normal mode (the
still image display mode), the control unit 330 stores non-
compressed full frame image data in the single full frame
memory 350. When the mode signal MD indicates the
enhance mode (the moving image display mode), the control
unit 330 divides the single full frame memory 350 into a first
half frame memory region and a second half frame memory
region to store compressed image data of a current frame in
the first half frame memory region and compressed image
data of a previous frame in the second half frame memory
region.

Each block or the assembly of the blocks in FIG. 11 may be
embodied variously in forms of software, hardware or a com-
bination of software and hardware. To realize the operations
and functions of each block or the assembly of the blocks, at
least a portion of the DDI may include a general purpose
processor (GPP), a special purpose processor (SPP), etc.,
which may perform software-based operations.

Features and/or embodiments described herein may be
applied to any photo-detection device, such as a three-dimen-
sional image sensor providing image information and depth
information about an object. For example, one or more exem-
plary embodiments may be applied to a computing system,
such as a face recognition security system, a desktop com-
puter, a laptop computer, a digital camera, a three-dimen-
sional camera, a video camcorder, a cellular phone, a smart
phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a scanner, a video
phone, a digital television, a navigation system, an observa-
tion system, an auto-focus system, a tracking system, a
motion capture system, an image-stabilizing system, etc.

The foregoing is illustrative of exemplary embodiments
and is not to be construed as limiting thereof. Although a few
exemplary embodiments have been described, those skilled
in the art will readily appreciate that many modifications are
possible in the exemplary embodiments without materially
departing from the novel teachings of the present inventive
concepts. Accordingly, all such modifications are intended to
be included within the scope of the present inventive concepts
as defined in the claims. Therefore, it is to be understood that
the foregoing is illustrative of various exemplary embodi-
ments and is not to be construed as limited to the specific
exemplary embodiments disclosed, and that modifications to
the disclosed exemplary embodiments, as well as other exem-
plary embodiments, are intended to be included within the
scope of the appended claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A display drive integrated circuit (DDI) comprising:

a first full frame memory having a first half frame memory
region and a second half frame memory region;

a control unit configured to:
operate in a normal mode in response to a first value ofa

mode signal;

while operating in the normal mode, store non-compressed
full frame image data of the current frame in the first full
frame memory;

operate in an enhance mode in response to second value of
a mode signal; and
while operating in the enhance mode, store compressed

image data of the current frame in the first half frame
memory region and store compressed image data of a
previous frame in the second half frame memory
region.

2. The DDI of claim 1, wherein the control unit includes:

a first encoder configured to compress first full frame
image data of the current frame to output first half frame
image data to be stored in the first half frame memory
region;

afirst decoder configured to decompress the first half frame
image data read from the first half frame memory region
to output the first full frame image data of the current
frame;

a second encoder configured to compress second full frame
image data of the previous frame to output second half
frame image data to be stored in the second half frame
memory region; and

a second decoder configured to decompress the second half
frame image data read from the second half frame
memory region to output the second full frame image
data of the previous frame.

3. The DDI of claim 1, wherein the control unit is config-

ured to:

while operating in the normal mode, read the non-com-
pressed full frame image data from the first full frame
memory to output the non-compressed full frame image
data without performing a display quality enhancing
process; and

while operating in the enhance mode, read first half frame
image data from the first half frame memory region and
second half frame image data from the second half frame
memory region, perform the display quality enhancing
process based on the first and second half frame image
data to output enhanced image data, and compress the
enhanced image data to third half frame image data to
store the third half frame image data in the second half
frame memory region.

4. The DDI of claim 1, wherein the control unit is config-

ured to;

while operating in an enhance starting mode, compress full
frame image data of the current frame to half frame
image data to store the half frame image data in the first
and second half frame memory regions, respectively,
read the half frame image data from the first half frame
memory region, and decompress the read half frame
image data to the full frame image data to output the full
frame image data; and

while operating in an enhance ending mode, read the half
frame image data from the first half frame memory
region, and decompress the read half frame image data
to the full frame image data to output the full frame
image data.
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5. The DDI of claim 1, further comprising:

a mode determination unit configured to select one of the
normal mode or the enhance mode associated with a
display quality and to output the mode signal according
to the selection, wherein the mode determination unit
includes:

a first counter configured to periodically count the number
of frames up to M frames based on a vertical synchro-
nization signal, where M is a positive integer;

a second counter configured to periodically count the num-
ber of memory write commands during the M counted
frames; and

a signal generator configured to generate the mode signal
indicating the normal mode if the number of memory
write commands during the M frames is less than a
reference number and indicating the enhance mode if the
number of memory write commands during the M
frames is equal to or greater than the reference number.

6. The DDI of claim 5, wherein the second counter is
configured to be reset in response to a tearing eftect control
signal while the first counter outputs the number M.

7. The DDI of claim 5, wherein M is six and the reference
number is four.

8. The DDI of claim 1, further comprising:

a mode determination unit configured to select one of the
normal mode or the enhance mode associated with a
display quality and to output the mode signal according
to the selection, wherein the mode determination unit is
configured to select the normal mode or the enhance
mode based on a mode control signal from an external
host.

9. The DDI of claim 1, wherein the mode determination
unit is configured to measure the update speed of image data
to be stored in the full frame memory and configured to
generate a mode signal indicating the normal mode if the
update speed corresponds to a still image speed and the
enhance mode if the update speed corresponds to a moving
image speed.

10. A display drive integrated circuit (DDI) comprising:

a single full frame memory having a first half frame

memory region and a second half frame memory region;

a mode determination unit configured to determine a nor-
mal mode or an enhance mode associated with a display
quality by measuring a update speed of received image
data; and

a control unit configured to operate in the normal mode or
the enhance mode in response to an output of the mode
determination unit and configured to store the received
image data in both the first half frame memory region
and the second half frame memory region separately in
the normal mode;

and configured to operate the first half frame memory
region and the second half frame memory region sepa-
rately in the enhance mode.

11. The DDI of claim 10, wherein the control unit is con-

figured to

while operating in the normal mode, store non-compressed
full frame image data in the single full frame memory
and read the non-compressed full frame image data from
the single full frame memory to output the non-com-
pressed full frame image data as still image display data
without performing a display quality enhancing process;
and

while operating in the enhance mode, store compressed
image data of a current frame in the first half frame
memory region and compressed image data of a previ-
ous frame in the second half frame memory region, read
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first half frame image data from the first half frame
memory region and second half frame image data from
the second half frame memory region, perform the dis-
play quality enhancing process based on the first and
second half frame image data to output enhanced image
data as moving image display data, and compress the
enhanced image data to third half frame image data to
store the third half frame image data in the second half
frame memory region.

12. The DDI of claim 11, wherein the control unit includes:

a first encoder configured to compress first full frame
image data of the current frame to output first half frame
image data to be stored in the first half frame memory
region;

afirst decoder configured to decompress the first half frame
image data read from the first half frame memory region
to output the first full frame image data of the current
frame;

a second encoder configured to compress second full frame
image data of the previous frame to output second half
frame image data to be stored in the second half frame
memory region; and

a second decoder configured to decompress the second half
frame image data read from the second half frame
memory region to output the second full frame image
data of the previous frame.

13. The DDI of claim 11, wherein the control unit is con-

figured to;

while operating in an enhance starting mode, compress full
frame image data of the current frame to half frame
image data to store the half frame image data in the first
and second half frame memory regions, respectively,
read the half frame image data from the first half frame
memory region, and decompress the read half frame
image data to the full frame image data to output the full
frame image data; and

while operating in an enhance ending mode, read the half
frame image data from the first half frame memory
region, and decompress the read half frame image data
to the full frame image data to output the full frame
image data.

14. The DDI of claim 11, wherein the mode determination

unit includes:

a first counter configured to periodically count the number
of frames up to M frames based on a vertical synchro-
nization signal, where M is a positive integer;

a second counter configured to periodically count the num-
ber of memory write commands during the M frames;
and

a signal generator configured to generate a mode signal
indicating the normal mode when the number of
memory write commands is less than a reference num-
ber and to generate a mode signal indicating the enhance
mode when the number of memory write commands is
equal to or greater than the reference number.

15. The DDI of claim 14, wherein the second counter is
configured to be reset in response to a tearing eftect control
signal while the first counter outputs a counted number of M.

16. A method of operating an image processing circuit
including a full frame memory, the method comprising:

receiving periodic vertical synchronization (VSYNC) sig-
nals having a VSYNC period;

receiving frames of image data of a first type in a first time
period;

receiving frames of image data of a second type in a second
time period;
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repeatedly counting the number of periodic vertical syn-
chronization signals up to M, where M is a positive
integer;
repeatedly counting the number of frames of image data
received within each time period (VSYNC period times
M) of the counted M vertical synchronization signals;

continuously determining whether the currently-received
frames of image data are of the first type or of the second
type, based on the counted number of frames of image
data; and

controlling the image processing circuit to operate in a first

mode if the currently-received frames of image data are
determined to be of the first type and to operate in a
second mode if the currently-received received frames
of' image data are determined to be of the second type.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the first type is still-
image and the second type is video.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the first mode is a
‘normal’ display mode and the second mode is an ‘enhance’
display mode,

wherein while operating in the ‘normal’ display mode, the

received image data is stored non-compressed full frame
in the full frame memory,
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and further comprising, while operating in the ‘enhance’
display mode:
compressing image data of a first frame of the received
image data;
compressing the image data of a second frame of the
received image data; and
the single full frame memory is functionally divided into
a first half frame memory region and a second half
frame memory region and compressing and storing
image data of the first frame of the received image
data in the first half frame memory region and com-
pressing and storing image data of the second frame
of the received image data in the second half frame
memory region.
19. The method of claim 18, wherein the image processing
circuit is a display drive integrated (DDI) circuit.
20. The method of claim 19, further comprising:
reading and decompressing the compressed image data
stored in the first half frame memory region to output full
frame image data to a display; and
reading and decompressing the compressed image data
stored in the second half frame memory region to output
full frame image data to the display.
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